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Kettle Valley Railway
Pre-reading

Pre-reading Questions

1. Have you even ridden on a train before? Where? When? What was it
like?

2. If you haven’t ridden on a train, think about what you know about trains
from movies and television. Share these thoughts with others in the
class.

3. What special terms are used when talking about trains? What are the
names of the different parts of a train?

4. What do trains carry?
5. What are the names of some railway companies?

6. Have you ever hiked or biked on part of the Kettle Valley trail, now part
of the Trans Canada Trail? If so, describe your experiences to your
classmates. What did you do? What was it like? Did you enjoy it?
Why or why not? Would you recommend hiking or biking the Kettle
Valley trail to others?



Kettle Valley Railway
Vocabulary

Matching

Match the vocabulary word on the left with the correct definition on the right.
Put the letter of the definition on the line after the vocabulary word.

1. rubble A. something precious or perfect
2. fatal B. person who comes from one
country to live in another

3. port C. rod attached to a brake that is
used to work it

4. gem D. railway car for passengers to
ride in

5. freight E. broken pieces of stone

6. rails F. a place where ships can load
and unload

7. brake lever G. people working together on
a railway under one foreman

8. rail gang H. time of greatest success

9. immigrant |. a machine that takes things
from one place to another

10. coach J. long metal bars on which a
train rides

11. heyday K. causing death

12. conveyor belt L. load of goods carried by train



Kettle Valley Railway
Vocabulary
Fill in the Blanks
Choose the correct word from the list below and fill in the blanks.

1. The railway car where meals are served is called the

2. A Is a long, strong nail.

3. People who work together on a train are called the

4. Trains stop at along the route.

5. A provides services to passengers.

6. A person who is a fan of trains is called a train

7. A person sleepsin a when travelling overnight on a
train.

8. A single track of railroad is called a

9. are wooden boards under the tracks that hold the
tracks in place.

10. A rubs against the wheel to provide friction when
brakes are applied.

11. A snow slide can also be called an

12. A word that means one hundred years is

avalanche diner
berth line
brake shoe porter
buff spike
century stations
crew ties



Kettle Valley Railway
Vocabulary

Using Context Clues

Define the underlined word in each sentence in the space below the
sentence or write your answers on a separate sheet of paper.

1.

While the train has stopped, two young men have quickly heaved
themselves to the top of the train.

He became famous for his work on the Spiral Tunnels at Kicking Horse
Pass on the BC-Alberta border near Lake Louise.

Railway building was booming in Canada.

McCulloch sometimes had trouble finding skilled labourers.

Black powder was the explosive used by early railway builders.

In 1917, a snow and rock slide hit the end of a plow train, and the
caboose fell into the canyon.

Old timers who travelled as passengers remember their experiences
fondly.

The CPR said maintenance was too costly.

Almost one hundred years after the Kettle Valley Railway began, its
rebirth is underway.



Kettle Valley Railway
Spelling

Small Words

Can you find the shorter words inside the longer words? Write the shorter
word or words on the line beside the longer word.

11.

13.

15.

17.

19.

21.

23.

25.

winter
cattle
supporters
courageous
abandoned
accidents
created
patrols
rubble
orchards
single
command

maintenance

win

10.

12.

14.

16.

18.

20.

22.

24,

forest

popular

aspen

thrilled

comfort

relaxed

following

expensive

piece

dampen

existing

tall




Kettle Valley Railway
Spelling
Root Words

Write the root word of these words that have an “ed” ending. Sometimes
you will need to drop the “ed.” Sometimes you will only drop the “d” and
keep the “e.” Sometimes you will need to change the “i” to “y.” Sometimes
you will need to drop a letter.

1. shipped __ship

2. arrived __arrive

3. satisfied satisfy

4. skirted

5. repaired

6. rescued

7. heaved

8. stripped

9. settled

10. crushed

11. wanted

12. served

13. enjoyed

14. carried

15. closed




Kettle Valley Railway
Spelling
Antonyms

Antonyms are words that have opposite meanings. For example, hot ->
cold. The following words are from the vignette. List an antonym for each
word.

1. close 7. harsh

2. save 8. increased

3. heartbroken 9. thrilled

4. born 10. morning

5. wife 11. same

6. upper 12. dangerous
Synonyms

Synonyms are words with similar meanings. For example, pretty ->
beautiful. The following words are from the vignette. List a synonym for
each word.

1. repaired 6. costly
2. glance 7. huge
3. abandoned 8. canyon
4. courageous 9. stroll
5. rushed 10. dampen




Kettle Valley Railway
Spelling

Words That Are NOT Spelled Like They Sound

Practice saying and spelling these words. These words all have silent
letters. Read the word in the left column. Say it like it sounds in the middle
column. Then cover up the left column and write the word in the blank
space on the right.

Looks Like Sounds Like Write Word Here

1. trestle tresel
2. McCulloch MaKulla
3. chasm kasem
4. ore or

5. muscle musel
6. engine enjin
7. whistle whisel
8. plague playg
9. steady stedy
10. freight frayt




Kettle Valley Railway
Comprehension

Short Answer Questions - A
Re-read the Kettle Valley Railway vignette and answer these questions on

your own. Write answers in the spaces provided.

1. The KVR line went between what two cities?

2. How many trestles did the Myra Canyon section have?

3. How many years did the B.C. government give the CPR to build the
KVR line? How many years did it take?

4. How old was Andrew McCulloch when he was hired to be chief
engineer of the building of the KVR line?

5. At the peak of construction, how many labourers were working on the
line?

6. What explosive became available in 19137

7. How much did the most expensive mile in the Coquihalla section cost?

8. What problems did grasshoppers cause in the Okanagan?

9. Why was forest fire a danger to the KVR line?

10. What is the KVR roadbed used for today?

10



Kettle Valley Railway
Comprehension

Short Answer Questions - B

Re-read the Kettle Valley Railway vignette and answer these questions on
your own. Write answers in the spaces provided.

1.

2.

10. In what year was the KVR passenger train stopped?

What two ores were mined in the Kootenays?

Who was Thomas Shaughnessy?

In what town did Andrew McCulloch live during construction of the

KVR?

What year did construction of the KVR begin?

What were some of the safety checks performed on the finished KVR

line?

How long and deep is Myra Canyon?

What year did the KVR line, including the Coquihalla section, open for
service?

What caused the big accident on Labour Day in 19267

What two nicknames did the KVR have?

11



Kettle Valley Railway
Comprehension

Longer Answer Questions
Prepare answers for some or all of these questions. Work in pairs or small
groups. Make notes on a separate sheet of paper. Share your answers
with the whole class.
1. Why was the Kettle Valley Railway built?
2. Give several reasons why the KVR was difficult and expensive to build?
3. Why was it said that black powder and muscle power built the KVR?
4. What work did the rail gang do?

5. Why was the Coquihalla section so costly to build?

6. Why was keeping the KVR line in good shape as much work as building
it?

7. What caused the death of the Kettle Valley Railway?
Discussion Questions
1. Why do you think the KVR was also called McCulloch’s Wonder?

2. Why do you think McCulloch said the KVR was his favourite piece of
work?

3. How is the KVR being “reborn”? Do you think it is a good idea to let
people use the KVR route for recreational purposes? Is it too
dangerous?

4. Is it good value to spend money to turn the former KVR line into a linear
park?

12



Kettle Valley Railway
Comprehension

Cloze Exercise - Andrew McCulloch
The following paragraph comes from the KVR vignette. After reading the

story, fill in the blanks from memory. Then review the paragraph from the
vignette until you have all the blanks filled.

Andrew McCulloch was hired as the chief (1) of the
Kettle Valley Railway. He was born to a poor (2) family in
(3) in 1864. When he was (4) , he began working
for the (5) . He started by repairing (6) :
He then took on other jobs to gain (7) . He became famous

for his work on the Spiral Tunnels at Kicking Horse Pass on the BC-Alberta

border near (8) . He was (9) when he
moved with his wife and children to (10) to work on
the KVR. A great fan of (11) , McCulloch named the

train stations in the Coquihalla section after the heroes and heroines in

Shakespeare’s plays. Trains would stop at Juliet, (12) , lago,

Portia, Jessica, Lear, and Othello. After construction was completed,

McCulloch agreed to become (13) of the KVR

operations. He said that the (14)

was his favourite piece of work.

13



Kettle Valley Railway
Comprehension

Crossword Puzzle Clues

The answers to these clues are words found in the vignette.

ACROSS

2.

10.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Acronym for Kettle Valley
Railway

Major city on BC’s west
coast

If something costs a lot,
itis

One who takes trips or tours

A valley between high steep
hills, such as Myra

There are silver and
mines in the Kootenays

Romeo and were
train stations on the KVR

What the train blows to let
you know it is coming

This destroyed 3 trestles
near Romeo in 1938

A train bridge

14

DOWN

1.

11.

A type of insect that jumps
from place to place

. A sudden slide of snow

The famous author who wrote
Romeo and Juliet

. The KVR carried passengers

and

. Alarge hill

. The main ingredient in

dynamite

. Areas where trees grow

The chief engineer on the
Kettle Valley Railway



Kettle Valley Railway
Comprehension

Crossword Puzzle
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Kettle Valley Railway
Writing

Dialogue

Using your imagination, write a dialogue between two characters involved
in the history of the Kettle Valley Railway. You might want to work with a
partner, and each of you could pretend to be one of the characters.
Remember to put the name of the speaker, followed by a colon, at the
beginning of each new speech.

Andrew McCulloch: Today | had quite an adventure.
Mrs. McCulloch: Did you now. What happened to you?

Suggested dialogues:

1. Between the engineer and the brakeman before the great crash

2. Between two citizens in Penticton as they watch the first passenger
train pull into the station

3. Between McCulloch and his wife when he injures his leg after the
crash

4. Between Dick Parkinson and a work mate when they start work at
Myra Canyon

Imaginary Interview

Write down ten questions you would like to ask someone involved with the
Kettle Valley Railway if that person were around to answer them.

For fun, after you have completed the questions, you might like to work with
a partner. You will be the interviewer while your partner will pretend to be
the interviewee. The partner will answer the questions using his/her
imagination. In addition, the pair of you could act out the interview for the
rest of the class.
Possible people to “interview”:

a. Andrew McCulloch

b. An engineer who survived the great crash

c. An old timer who rode on the farewell trip of the KVR in 1963

d. A young man who worked on the Myra Canyon section of the line

e. A fruit picker who caught a ride on the KVR

16



Kettle Valley Railway
Writing

Every Picture Tells a Story

Carefully examine the photograph of the first Kettle Valley Railway
passenger train pulling into the Penticton station.

Describe what you see in the picture. You can either talk about what you
see to others in a group, or you can write down a list of the details you see.
Then do some brainstorming to get your thoughts down on paper.

Complete one or more of the following writing exercises.

A. Tell a story about the picture. Use your imagination to make up a short
story about this event. Give characters names and tell a story about
what they are doing. You may want to post your story on the wall or
share it with others in a small group.

B. Write a paragraph telling what you think happened before the picture
was taken or after the picture was taken. Where might the train be
coming from or going to? What would the station look like before or
after? What about all the people? Share your completed work with
others.

C. Have you had a similar experience to the one being shown? It doesn’t
have to involve a train. Have you been waiting for someone at an
airport or bus station? Or were you the one arriving after a journey?
Write a paragraph describing your experience. What did you do? What
did it feel like? Share your completed work with others.

17



Kettle Valley Railway
Writing

Write a Postcard

Imagine you are a passenger on the Kettle Valley Railway. Write a
postcard to a family member telling the highlights of your trip so far.
Remember that there is not much room to write on a postcard, so you will
need to be brief and to the point. Use the space below.

18



Kettle Valley Railway
Research

Five Facts

Use the Canadian Encyclopedia to find out information on one of the topics
listed below. Read the article in the encyclopedia carefully. Then reread
the article and pick out five important facts about the topic. Summarize the
five facts in point form on a piece of paper or chart. You may want to post
your chart on the wall so all students can share the information.

Great Depression
Canadian Northern Railway
Nelson
James Jerome Hill
Charles Hays

. Coquihalla Highway

. Princeton

15. Grand Forks

Canadian Pacific Railway
Grand Trunk Pacific Railway
Hope
William Cornelius Van Horne
. Thomas Shaughnessy
. Kettle Valley
. Okanagan Valley

(NI
WRrONOWER
[ENENEN

ARNOPOADN

Using the Internet
The following web sites provide information on the Kettle Valley Railway.

1. History of the KVR.
members.home.net/kettlevalley/

2. Take aride on the Kettle Valley Steam Railway in Summerland.
www.kettlevalleyrail.org/

3. Cycling the Kettle Valley Railway.
www.planet.eon.net/~dan/kvrl.html

19



Kettle Valley Railway
Map Work

Places of the Kettle Valley Railway

On a map of southern British Columbia, locate these places important to
the story of the Kettle Valley Railway.

1. Penticton 2. Midway

3. Merritt 4. Nelson

5. Hope 6. Kelowna

7. Spences Bridge 8. Summerland

9. Okanagan Lake
Field Trip

Organize a class field trip to explore part of the Kettle Valley line. You
could hike or bike along a section of the old rail bed, now part of the Trans
Canada Trail. Tours are also offered by local companies. Or you could
take a ride on the KVR Steam Train in Summerland (operating July - mid
Oct.). Make notes along the way of what you see and what you feel.

When you return to class, prepare a big sketch map of your trip. On poster
paper, draw a map of the route you took. Be sure to include (and label) all
of the interesting features that you passed (tunnels, trestle bridges,
mountains, creeks, etc.).

Be as creative as you can with your poster. Use coloured pens. Sketch in
trees, signposts, people, etc. You might want to work in pairs or groups.

Share your work by hanging your map on the classroom wall.

Writing: You could also write a journal entry describing how you felt about
following in the footsteps of history.

20



Kettle Valley Railway
Viewing
Videos

1. Ribbons of Steel: Railway Journeys Across Canada. #23 Okanagan.
Filmwest Associates. 24 min.

Climb aboard the Kettle Valley Steam Railway, the starting point to
explore the region of southern British Columbia. This film gives a good
idea of what it is like to ride the modern-day KVR through the
Summerland area. An overview of the history of the KVR is given
through brief interviews and the use of black and white photographs.
Good resource.
Available: Okanagan University College Library

Okanagan Regional Library

2. K.V.R. Trilogy. Gold Trails and Ghost Towns Series. CHBC 72 min.
Bill Barlee and Mike Roberts discuss the history of the KVR.
Three sections (each 20-25 min)
I. Kettle Valley Railway - on-site filming Myra Canyon trestle
li. Kettle Valley Railway Eastern Section - towns built up along the
railway
lii. Kettle Valley Railway Western Section - includes story of big crash
Available: Okanagan University College
Okanagan Regional Library

3. Around the Horn: The KV Line 1890-1989. Merritt Cablevision 1989
60 min.
5 min. - introductory footage from CBC’s National Dream
30 min - fast-paced history leading up to building of KVR
15 min - McCulloch and building of KVR
10 min - modern footage of trains and views from trains on KVR track
Available: Okanagan Regional Library

21



Kettle Valley Railway Answer Key

Vocabulary - Matching
1. rubble-E 2. fatal-K 3. port-F 4. gem-A
5. freight-L 6. rails-J 7. brake lever - C
8. ralgang-G 9. immigrant-B  10. coach-D
11. heyday-H 12. conveyor belt - |

Vocabulary - Fill in the Blanks
1. diner 2. spike 3. crew 4. stations 5. porter
6. buff 7. berth 8. line 9. Ties 10. brake shoe
11. avalanche 12. century

Vocabulary - Using Context Clues

heaved - hoisted, lifted with great effort

spiral - curving, winding, circling, coiling

booming - growing rapidly

labourers - workers, people whose work is hard physical labour
explosive - substance that can blow up, like gunpowder or dynamite
caboose - car at the end of the train, used by train crew

old timers - seniors, elders, people who have been around for a long
time

costly - expensive, high priced

rebirth - new birth, started again, recreated, revived

NookwhE

©

Spelling - Small Words
1. win 2. for,or,rest 3. cat,at 4. pop 5. port, support
6. pen,as,asp 7. age, courage, rage,our,us 8. ill, led, thrill
9. band, done, and, an, ban, do, on, one, abandon  10. for, fort
11. dent 12. axe,relax 13. ate, eat,at 14. low, wing, follow
15. pat,at 16. pen 17. rub 18. pie 19. hard
20. pen, dam, damp 21. in, sin 22. is, in, exist
23. and, man,an 24. all 25. main, ten, an, in

Spelling - Root Words
1. ship 2. arrive 3. satisfy 4. skirt 5. repair
6. rescue 7. heave 8. strip 9. settle  10. crush
11. want 12. serve 13. enjoy 14. carry 15. close

22



Kettle Valley Railway Answer Key

Spelling - Antonyms
1. open;far 2. lose;spend 3. happy; joyful;inlove 4. died
5. husband 6. lower 7. soft; gentle 8. decreased; declined
9. bored 10. night; evening  11. different  12. safe

Spelling - Synonyms
1. fixed 2. look; peer 3. deserted; vacant, left alone
4. brave 5. hurried; speeded (sped) 6. expensive 7. big; large
8. valley; chasm; ravine 9. walk  10. wet; moisten

Short Answer Questions - A

9.

ONOU A WN P

Vancouver and Nelson

16

4;6

46

5,000

Dynamite

$300,000

When they were crushed on the tracks by the train, they made the
tracks slippery. Trains would have trouble starting and stopping.
Fires could burn the wooden trestles or wooden bridges and close
the railway line.

10. Recreation (hiking and biking)

Short Answer Questions - B

1.
2.

3.
4.
5

0 N

Silver and copper

President of the CPR. He fought for the construction of the KVR to
link with existing CPR track.

Penticton

1910

. There were daily foot patrols. Brakes were tested before every hill.

McCulloch checked every bridge and tunnel yearly.

3.75 miles long and 714 yards deep (6 km long and 650 metres
deep)

1916

Brake failure. No air left in brakes. The train fell into Coquihalla
Canyon.

23



Kettle Valley Railway Answer Key

9. McCulloch’s Wonder and Coast-to-Kootenay Railway
10. 1964

Longer Answer Questions
1. To haul ore from Kootenay mines to the Vancouver seaport.
—To link up with existing CPR line.
—To keep mine profits and jobs in Canada.
—To carry other freight and passengers along the southern parts of
BC that weren’t served by the CPR route to the north.

2. Mountainous landscape, crossed three mountain ranges.
--Needed considerable supplies, especially to build trestles and
bridges across canyons.
—Needed large work force over 6 year period. Sometimes hard to get
workers.
—Labourers performed hard and dangerous work.
—Severe climate with lots of snow.

3. No earthmoving machinery available like we have today.
—Needed black powder to blast route through rock. Route crossed
three mountain ranges. Lots of explosive would have been used.
—Mostly manpower used to remove rubble. Lots of work done with

picks and shovels.

4. Put wooden ties on roadbed. Then put rails on ties. Pounded rails
in place with spikes. Shovelled gravel around ties to keep them in
place. Worked with track laying machine and rail cars carrying

supplies.

5. Coquihalla section was particularly costly because of the difficult
terrain — steep grades, granite walls.
--Labourers had to work along the edge of a canyon.
--They needed to build many extras like bridges (43), tunnels (13)
and snowsheds (16).
—Lots of snow and short season for working.

24



Kettle Valley Railway Answer Key

6. Because of the terrain, the line could be closed by avalanches, or
rock slides, or by too much snow on the track.
--Forest fires were a danger to the wooden trestles and bridges.
--Steep grades and lots of snow; used plow car to clear tracks ahead
of train.
--Safety was important because trains carried crew and passengers.
--Safety checks were carried out on a regular basis, some by
McCulloch himself.

7. Creation of Hope-Princeton Highway in 1949. Freight could be
carried in trucks.
--People could travel in own cars. More people had cars.
—Decreasing freight to carry. No longer profitable to run rail line in
southern BC.
—Snow problems made travel on line unpredictable. Line had to be
closed and trains rerouted.
—Maintenance was said to be too costly. Part of the track was
removed.

Discussion Questions
1. Andrew McCulloch played a major role in the construction and the

running of the KVR.
—He planned the route through difficult landscape, he hired crews,
and he supervised workers.
—He continued to work on the KVR after it was built to keep it
running.
—The scenic route was very popular with passengers.
—Route was difficult and costly to build. It was a “wonder” that it was
finished and that it continued to operate for over 40 years.

2. McCulloch successfully met many challenges.
--He performed many feats of engineering skill.
--He would have had a sense of great achievement.
--He would have been proud of what he accomplished.
--He continued to work for the KVR until he retired.

25



Kettle Valley Railway Answer Key

3. Today it is being used as a hiking and biking path.
--Steam train on Summerland section is a popular tourist attraction.
—-People have fallen off trestles and died. Answers will vary.

4. Answers will vary.

Close Exercise - Andrew McCulloch
1. engineer 2. farming 3. Ontario 4. 30 5. CPR
6. lines 7. experience 8. Lake Louise 9. 46
10. Penticton 11. Shakespeare = 12. Romeo
13. superintendent  14. Kettle Valley Railway

Crossword Puzzle Answers
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T.D. Shorts
Pre-reading

Pre-reading Questions

1. What do you already know about T.D. Shorts?

2.  What do you know about boating on Okanagan Lake?

3.  What would you like to know about boating on Okanagan Lake?
4, Have you ever been on a rowboat before? Where? When?

5. Have you ever been on any small boat before? Where? On a big
lake? Small lake? River?

6. Have you ever been on a big ship before? Where? When?

7.  What would you like to know about T.D. Shorts? Think of three
guestions that start with either who, what, where, why, when, or how.

28



T.D. Shorts
Vocabulary

Choosing the Best Answer

Choose the best definition for the following words. Circle the letter of the
best answer.

1.

favourable

a) full of flavour

b)  pleasing or helping
c) fantastic

launch

a) asnack between lunch and dinner
b) aboat engine

c) to put a boat into the water

prominent

a)  well-known

b) aboard that is used for people to get on and off a boat
c) the top deck of a boat

mother lode

a)  mother-in-law

b)  the main body of ore in a mining area
c) caring for a mother in her later years

isolated

a) remote

b)  having to do with being late
c) insulated

profit

a) the stock market
b) earnings

C) anew suit

29



T.D. Shorts
Vocabulary

Matching

Match the vocabulary word on the left with the correct definition on the right.
Put the letter of the definition on the line after the vocabulary word.

1.

10.

pioneer

attempted

nautical

non-existent

favourable

lifeline

maiden voyage

exaggerate

substantial

scruffy

30

A.

pleasing, welcome

relating to ships & sailors

an early settler

overstate, make up details

only means of transportation

and/or communication

shabby, untidy

not existing, not being there

large, a lot

tried

first trip



T.D. Shorts
Vocabulary

Using Context Clues

Define the underlined word in each sentence in the space below the
sentence or write your answers on a separate sheet of paper.

1. The Okanagan Valley was a pristine land with few settlers in the area.

2.  What the valley needed was an entrepreneur.

3. These ventures also ended in failure.

4.  The steamboat ran out of fuel just seven miles from her final
destination.

5.  This new boat was the start of commercial traffic on Okanagan Lake.

6.  The 150-mile trip was exhausting work.

7.  The boat could carry cargo weighing up to 5,000 pounds.

8. Shorts was not impressed by wealth.

9. He obtained 320 acres of land in the area that is now called Fintry.

10. He would often hold a grudge against people who offended him.
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T.D. Shorts
Parts of Speech

Nouns

There are many nouns in the paragraph titled “T.D. Shorts: A Unique
Pioneer.” Write down ten nouns that you find. List five common nouns
and five proper nouns.

Verbs

There are many verbs or verb phrases in the paragraph titled “T.D. Shorts:
A Unique Pioneer.” Write down five verbs or verb phrases that you find.

Adjectives

There are many adjectives in the paragraph titled “T.D. Shorts: A Unique
Pioneer.” Write down five adjectives that you find.
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T.D. Shorts
Spelling

Small Words

Can you find the shorter words inside the longer words? Write the shorter
word or words on the line beside the longer word.

1. pristine tin 2. area

3. however 4. these

5. person 6. settle

7. transport 8. system

9. think 10. always
11. attractive 12. failure
13. money 14. gold
15. isolated 16. treated
17. substantial 18. business
19. maintain 20. unfortunate
21. offended 22. potatoes
23. favourable 24. acreage
25. located 26. many
27. mother 28. spent
29. frontier 30. ripe
31. through 32. rescue

33



T.D. Shorts
Spelling Root Words

Many common words are made up by joining prefixes and suffixes to a root
word. Try to find the root word in the following words.

1. development develop

2. started

3. successful

4. carried

5. mining

6. annoyed

7. favourable

8. unfortunately

9. tried

10. living

11. adventurous

12. easily
13. replied
14. needed

15. attractive

16. bigger

17. named
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T.D. Shorts

Spelling

Word List
few adventurous transportation tried
lode lifeline isolated previous
boat scruffy carefree built
struck steamboat nautical

Choosing the Right Word

Using the words above, select the right word to answer the following. Use
each word only once.

rhymes with the word coat

comes from the word adventure

today | build, yesterday |

starts with three consonants

rhymes with new

has three vowels in a row

rhymes with fried

© N o 0 bk w0 D PE

past tense of strike

Fill in the Blanks

Using the word list above, add the missing letters to the following words.

1.i_ _lat_d 5. tran_ _ort__ion
2.1 6. boat

3. naut _ 7 life

4. ¢ _efr 8. p_ _vi__s
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T.D. Shorts

Spelling

Word List
few adventurous transportation tried
lode lifeline isolated previous
boat scruffy carefree built
struck steamboat nautical

Syllables

Using the words above, list the words with one syllable.

Using the words above, list the words with two syllables.

Using the words above, list the words with three syllables.

Using the words above, list the words with four syllables.
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T.D. Shorts
Spelling

Homonyms

Homonyms are words that sound the same but have different meanings
and spellings. For example: to - too. The following words are from the
vignette. List a homonym for each word.

1.  weather 7. road

2. ore 8. night

3. there 9. salil

4. one 10. for

5. would 11. way

6. in 12. not
Antonyms

Antonyms are words that have opposite meanings. For example: hot >
cold. The following words are from the vignette. List an antonym for each
word.

1. south 7. new

2. start 8. found
3. few 9. first

4, night 10. early
5. good 11. quickly
6. man 12. failure
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T.D. Shorts
Spelling

Synonyms

Synonyms are words with similar meanings. For example: pretty -
beautiful. The following words are from the vignette. List a synonym for
each word.

1. freight 6. poor

2. build 7. trip

3. carefree 8. cause
4.  coal oil 9. great
5. settlers 10. benefit

Compound Words

A compound word consists of two or more words used as a single word.
l.e. sun+burn = sunburn, and wind+shield = windshield. There are many
compound words in the vignette T.D. Shorts. Two of them are steamboat
and carefree. Find another six compound words in the story.
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T.D. Shorts
Comprehension

Short Answer Questions - A

1. In what province was T.D. Shorts born?

2.  What types of jobs did T.D. Shorts try in California?

3.  When did T.D. Shorts come to the Okanagan Valley?

4, What was the name of the T.D. Shorts’ first boat mentioned in this
vignette, and how did she get her name?

5.  Was the Mary Victoria Greenhow the first or second steamboat on the
Okanagan Lake? How did the MVG get her name?

6.  What did the Mary Victoria Greenhow run on? Wood, coal or
kerosene?

7.  How many miles was the trip from O’Keefe Ranch to Penticton and
back?

8. What kind of stains were often in T.D. Shorts’ beard?

9.  Approximately how long was T.D. Shorts in the boat business in the
Okanagan?
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T.D. Shorts
Comprehension

Short Answer Questions - B

1. What happened to the Mary Victoria Greenhow?

2.  When did Father Pandosy come to the Okanagan Valley?

3. In what year was T.D. Shorts born?

4. How many acres of land did T.D. Shorts buy in Fintry?

5. How much did T.D. Shorts sell his land for?

6. How many pounds of cargo could the Ruth Shorts rowboat hold?

7. Where and when did T.D. Shorts die?

8. What kinds of items did T.D. Shorts take to area settlers?

9.  Why wouldn’t T.D. Shorts take Lord Aberdeen from Vernon to
Kelowna?

10. Who was Shorts’ partner in the Mary Victoria Greenhow steamboat?

40



T.D. Shorts
Comprehension
Longer Answer Questions

1. Why was the Okanagan Valley ripe for development in the mid-
1800s?

2. How and why did the Mary Victoria Greenhow burn?
3. Whydid T.D. Shorts come to British Columbia?
4.  What kind of an attitude did T.D. Shorts have towards people?

5.  What would Shorts do if he ran out of fuel when he was travelling up
and down Okanagan Lake?

6.  Why do you think Shorts’ friends called him the High Admiral of
Okanagan Lake?

Discussion Questions
1. How and why does transportation open up an area?

2.  Are there still areas in the world today that could be developed if
there were better transportation methods available? Any examples?

3.  Why were the two British hunters willing to pay the ridiculous price of
$4,000 for Shorts’ land?

4.  Shorts made a great deal of money when he sold his land. Is there
still money to be made on land? Or are all the good deals gone?
What makes land valuable?

5.  Why do you think Shorts would not accept charity at the end of his
life?

6.  Shorts was known for the colourful way he told stories. Do you know
someone like this? Discuss.
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T.D. Shorts
Comprehension

Cloze Exercise — A Unique Pioneer
The following paragraph comes from the T.D. Shorts vignette. As you can
see, certain words have been removed from this paragraph. Try to fill in the
blanks from memory. Then review the paragraph from the story until you
have all the blanks filled.

Shorts was always trying to strike it (1) in his business
dealings. From the gold (2) of California, to the gold mines of
BC, to the waters of the Okanagan Lake, he always hoped to earn a great

deal of (3) . He was never very successful. However, he did

end up earning a substantial amount of money on his (4) in

Fintry. In early 1889, he tried to sell his 320 acres (130 hectares) for $75.
The man he tried to sell it to said the property was not worth anything, let
alone $75. So, Shorts continued to (5) on his Fintry property.
Then, later in 1889, two hunters arrived from England. The hunters wanted

to hunt (6) sheep in the Fintry area. The two men were so

successful that they asked Shorts who owned the land. Shorts
(7) that he did. The two Englishmen asked Shorts how much he

(8) for the land. Shorts answered (9)$ , Which was

an absolutely ridiculous price in 1889. To Shorts’ surprise, the two men
agreed to pay (10)$ for the 320 acres. Finally, Shorts had

(11) it rich!
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T.D. Shorts
Comprehension

Crossword Puzzle Clues

ACROSS

5.  Another word for cargo

7. Province where T.D. Shorts
was born

9. Acronym for Mary Victoria
Greenhow

11. The type of boat T.D. Shorts
first put in the water

13. Captain Shorts maintained
his freight boat business for
nearly  years

14. The trip from O’Keefe Ranch
to Penticton could take as
long as weeks

15. The Ruth Shorts had a mast
and a that was
used if there was a
favourable wind

16. Type of sheep found on T.D.
Shorts’ property

18. Type of stains in T.D. Shorts’
beard

21. The Ruth Shorts was named
after T.D. Shorts’

23. The new owner of the
Coldstream Ranch in 1891
was Lord

24. T.D. Shorts’ homestead was
at

25. Another name for coal oll

26. T.D. Shorts’ middle name

27. The city where T.D. Shorts

ended his trips
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DOWN
1.  Acronym for Canadian
Pacific Railway
2. U.S. state where T.D. Shorts
first went gold mining
3.  Another word for settler
4.  T.D. Shorts was mining for
the mother
5. Unexplored land
6.  Town where Shorts died
8.  Shorts was called the High
of Okanagan Lake
7.  Shorts’ first partner
12. Shorts boat, the Jubilee,
used this for fuel
17. Shorts would often hold a
against people
19. The place where T.D. Shorts
started his trips
20. Shorts tried to find gold in
BC at Omineca, &
Skagit
22. The name of the lake on

which Shorts lived



T.D. Shorts
Comprehension
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T.D. Shorts
Writing

Dialogue

Using your imagination, write a dialogue between two characters involved
in the T.D. Shorts vignette. You might want to work with a partner, and
each of you could pretend to be one of the characters. Remember to put
the name of the speaker, followed by a colon, at the beginning of each new
speech.

T.D. Shorts: | think I'll try my luck mining in British Columbia.
Californian miner: Why do you think you will be any luckier in BC?

Suggested dialogues:

1. Between T.D. Shorts and partner Thomas Greenhow after the Mary
Victoria Greenhow burned to the ground.

2. Between T.D. Shorts and Lord Aberdeen when Aberdeen wanted
Shorts to take him from Vernon to Kelowna in 1891.

3. Between two passengers after Shorts has told them they have to help
chop wood for fuel just halfway into their trip.
Quickwrite

Write for five minutes on what you think it would be like to be T.D. Shorts
on one of his trips on Okanagan Lake, either on the Ruth Shorts rowboat or
the Mary Victoria Greenhow steamboat.

Write for five minutes on what you think it would be like to live in the
Okanagan Valley in the 1890s.

Write for five minutes on what you think it would be like to be a passenger
on the Mary Victoria Greenhow steamboat when it ran out of fuel.
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T.D. Shorts
Writing

Journal Writing

Pretend you are an early pioneer in the Okanagan Valley who travelled on
the Ruth Shorts rowboat from O’Keefe Ranch to your homestead just north
of Penticton. Write a journal for two of the nine days on the rowboat. Here
Is an example:

July 22, 1883

Today we left O’Keefe Ranch for our journey to our new home outside
of Penticton. The weather was perfect for our trip—blue sky, warm
temperature, and just a slight breeze. We got underway at around 8 a.m.
Mr. Shorts seems to be a very nice man, very talkative! The first few hours
were uneventful. We stopped somewhere along the shore for lunch at
about noon, and again for supper at around 5 p.m. Mr. Shorts said the
weather was so good that we would keep going for a couple more hours.
So, he continued to row until 8:30 p.m. at which time he came into shore,
and we put up camp for the night. It has been a long day!

Paragraph Writing

Write a make-believe narrative paragraph about one day in the life of an
early Okanagan Valley pioneer.

Write a narrative paragraph about a ferry or a boat trip that you have been
on.

T.D. Shorts is described as a unique pioneer. Using the information in this
vignette, the picture in the vignette, and your imagination, write a character
sketch of Captain T.D. Shorts.

Using your imagination, write a descriptive paragraph of the scene at the
Vernon Fall Fair in 1891.
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T.D. Shorts
Writing

Every Picture Tells a Story

Carefully examine the photograph of the hunters at camp.

Describe what you see in the picture. You can either talk about what you
see to others in a group, or you can write down a list of the details you see.
Do some brainstorming to get your thoughts down onto paper. Your
instructor may want to make a list on the board of the details that students
identify.

You may complete one or more of the following writing exercises.

A.

Using the picture and your imagination, write a descriptive paragraph
on the hunters at their camp. Try to capture the colours and smells of
a hunter’'s camp.

Use your imagination to write a narrative paragraph about this picture.
Give the hunters names and tell a story about what they are doing.

Write a narrative paragraph about what you think happened before
the picture was taken or after the picture was taken. Where might the
men be from? How long have they been hunting? What are their
plans now?

Have you had a similar experience to the one being shown? Have
you been on a hunting trip? Or have you been on a camping trip
where you slept in a tent? Write a narrative paragraph describing
your experience.
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T.D. Shorts
Writing
Response Journal

Write a paragraph on what you thought of T.D. Shorts: High Admiral of
Okanagan Lake. Don’t write on what the story was about, but rather write a
paragraph on what your thoughts and feelings were as you read this
vignette. For example, ask yourself questions like:

Did you like the vignette? Why or why not?

Could you relate to any of the vignette?

Would you have liked living 100 years ago as a settler in the
Okanagan Valley?

What have you learned from the character, T.D. Shorts?

Interviewing

Pretend that you are a newspaper reporter and you are going to interview
Captain T.D. Shorts in 1892 just before he left the Okanagan Valley.

First, do some brainstorming to think up some possible questions that you
would like to ask Captain Shorts.

When you are making up your questions, make sure you have open-ended
guestions. An open-ended question is one that cannot be answered with
just a one word answer (like yes or no). An example of an open-ended
guestion to T.D. Shorts might be: “What brought you to the Okanagan
Valley?”

After you have brainstormed a number of questions, choose the best five
guestions.

Then get together with another student. One of you will pretend to be T.D.
Shorts, and the other student will be the interviewer. After you have asked
the five questions and written down the answers, then switch places. After
both of you have had a chance to be T.D. Shorts, then share your
guestions and answers with the class.
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T.D. Shorts
Additional Activities
Tours

Visit the Greater Vernon Museum and Archives to see the steam engine
from the Mary Victoria Greenhow.

Go on aride on the Fintry Queen paddlewheeler. It leaves from the foot of
Bernard Street in Kelowna.

Visit Fintry Provincial Park on the west side of Okanagan Lake to see
Shorts Creek which was named after T.D. Shorts. T.D. Shorts resided in
the Fintry area in the 1880s and early 1890s.

Reading

Borrow the book Fintry: Loves, Lives and Dreams: The Story of a Unique
Okanagan Landmark by Stanley Sauerwein. Available at the Okanagan
Regional Library - call number: 971.15 SAU. Also available at the
Okanagan University College Library - call number: FC 3845 .5468 S38
2000. Read the chapter on T.D. Shorts for more information.

Using the Internet

The following web sites provide information on Fintry and other Okanagan
Valley history.

1. Find out about Fintry Provincial Park.
www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/ (Click on Park Finder. Then “F”.
Choose Fintry from list of parks).

2. Find out more about Fintry.
sunnyokanagan.com/fintry/

3. For general information on Okanagan history, go to the Parks and
History link at www.sunnyokanagan.com or go to the Thomson-
Okanagan link at http://livinglandscapes.bc.ca/
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T.D. Shorts Answer Key

Vocabulary — Choosing the Best Answer
1. favourable — b 2. launch—-c 3. prominent —a
4. motherlode—-b 5. isolated—a 6. profit-b

Vocabulary — Matching
1. pioneer—-C 2. attempted — | 3. nautical —
4. non-existent — G 5. favourable — A 6. lifeline — E
7. maiden voyage —J 8. exaggerate — D 9. substantial —
10. scruffy — F

Vocabulary — Using Context Clues
1. pristine - pure, clean, plain
2 entrepreneur — businessperson
3 ventures - risky investments, attempts at business dealings
4 destination — the final place someone is going to
5. commercial - business operating for profit
6. exhausting — tiring
7 cargo - freight, goods
8 impressed — to influence favourably
9. obtained — to get possession of, acquired, got
10.grudge — ill will towards someone over a grievance

Parts of Speech - Nouns

Proper Nouns Common Nouns
Captain Shorts character people dance
Shorts beard stop day
Kelowna stains freight boat
Lord Aberdeen smoking wealth person
Coldstream Ranch chewing 1891 business
Vernon man owner attitude
Vernon Fall Fair rules end case
Aberdeen example lake years
grudge crew
everyone someone
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T.D. Shorts Answer Key

Parts of Speech - Verbs

was had operated told

would hold offended annoyed treated
would make was impressed wanted maintained
were attending was travelling might think

would have been

Parts of Speech - Adjectives

interesting scruffy tobacco pipe
independent rich poor first
new north all-night ten
freight boat own carefree other
another Kelowna (as in “other Kelowna people”)

Spelling — Small Words
1. tin,is,in 2. are 3. how, ever, owe, eve 4. the, he
5. so,son,on 6. set 7. ran, sport, port, an 8. stem
9. thin,in,ink  10. way, ways 11. at, act,tract 12. fail, ail, lure
13. one,on 14. old,go 15. so, late, ate, at, is
16. treat, eat, ate, at  17. sub, ant,tan  18. sin, bus, in, us
19. main,in  20. fort, ate,at  21. fend, end, off, of
22. pot, tat, toes, toe ~ 23. favour, our, able  24. acre, age
25. ate, at, locate 26. man,any  27. other, her, moth
28. pent, pen  29. front, tie, on, tier 30. rip 31. rough 32. cue

Spelling — Root Words
1. develop 2. start 3. success 4. carry 5. mine
6. annoy 7. favour 8. fortunate 9. try 10. live
11. adventure 12. easy 13. reply 14. need
15. attract 16. big 17. name

Spelling — Choosing the Right Word

1. boat 2. adventurous 3. built 4. scruffy 5. few
6. previous 7. tried 8. struck
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Spelling — Fill in the Blanks
1. isolated 2. lode 3. nautical 4. carefree
5. transportation 6. steamboat 7. lifeline 8. previous

Spelling — Syllables
One syllable words: few, lode, boat, struck, tried, built
Two syllable words: lifeline, scruffy, carefree, steamboat
Three syllable words: nautical, previous
Four syllable words: adventurous, transportation, isolated

Spelling — Homonyms
1. whether 2. or,oar 3. their, theyre 4. won 5. wood
6. inn 7. rowed 8. knight 9. sale 10. four, fore
11. weigh 12. knot

Spelling — Antonyms
1. north 2. finish 3. many 4. day 5. bad 6.woman
7.old 8. lost 9. last 10. late 11. slowly 12. success

Spelling — Synonyms
1. cargo, goods 2. construct, erect 3. easygoing, happy
4. kerosene 5. pioneers 6. broke, penniless
7. vacation, holiday, journey 8. reason 9. fantastic, wonderful
10. help, aid

Spelling — Compound Words
homestead, rowboat, anywhere, lifeline, horsepower, halfway, outside

Comprehension — Short Answer Questions A
Ontario

Gold mining, farming, and fruit farming
1882

Ruth Shorts, named after Shorts’ mother

Hwnh e
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T.D. Shorts Answer Key

The first steamboat; she was named after the daughter of
Shorts’ partner, Thomas Greenhow

Kerosene (also called coal oil)

150 miles

Tobacco

Ten years

Comprehension — Short Answer Questions B

1. She burned to the water line
2. 1859

3. 1837

4. 320 acres

5.
6
7
8
9.
1

$4,000

. 5,000 pounds
. Hope, in 1921
. Bacon, flour, potatoes, coal oil, candles

Because Shorts & his crew were attending the Vernon Fall Fair.

0. Thomas Greenhow

Comprehension — Longer Answer Questions

1.
2.

Because it was a pristine land, and settlers were starting to arrive.
The MVG burned to the water line, probably due to poor fuel-loading
practices.

3. He came to BC to try to find his fortune in gold mining.
4.

He was an independent man who operated by his own rules. For
example, he would often hold a grudge against people who offended
him. He treated all people alike, rich or poor.

. He would row to shore and get his passengers to help cut down

trees and chop wood, or he would stop at settlers’ homesteads and
borrow coal oil.

. He was a prominent man, and High Admiral indicates he was well

known and well liked in the Okanagan Valley and on the lake.
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Comprehension — Discussion Questions
1. Transportation allows settlers to move into an area. It also allows
freight to be brought in and goods to be sent out.

2. There may be areas in the Third World countries that could be
developed more if there were better transportation methods. Also,
northern Canada could be developed more with better
transportation.

3. The two British hunters probably thought they were still getting a
good deal. The price of land in England was probably a great deal
higher than in the hinterlands (backwoods) of BC. They were also
probably thinking about the money they could make by bringing over
other British people to hunt in BC.

4. Answers will vary. However, there probably are still some good land
deals to be found, if you are in ‘the know.” Land is valuable when
land is scarce in a certain area, or when the land is suitable for
agriculture or business or residential usage.

5. Shorts was always an independent man, from the time he left home
at a young age until his death. He probably did not want to admit
that he needed any help.

6. Answers will vary.
Comprehension — Cloze Exercise

1. rich 2. mines 3. money 4. homestead 5. live 6. bighorn
7. replied 8. wanted 9. $4,000 10. $4,000 11. struck
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Comprehension — Crossword Puzzle Answers
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Steamboats on Okanagan Lake
Pre-reading

Pre-reading Questions
1. What do you know about the Canadian Pacific Railway?
2.  What do you know about steamboats?
3.  What do you know about sternwheelers?
4.  Have you ever been on a big ship before? Where? When?

5.  Have you ever been on a small boat before? Where? On a big lake?
Small lake? River?

6.  What questions do you have about steamboats and sternwheelers?
7. Have you taken a ride on the Fintry Queen or found another

sternwheeler open to the public? What features of the boat do you
remember?
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Steamboats on Okanagan Lake
Vocabulary

Choose the Right Answer

Choose the best definition for the following words. Circle the letter of the
best answer.

1. precious 6. commercial
a) of great price or value a) business related
b)  pleasing or helping b) fake
C)  suspicious C) communication
2. mahogany 7. provisions
a)  South African tribe a) insights (like ESP)
b)  reddish-brown wood b) supplies
c) atype of desk C) eye glasses
3. saloon 8. coarse
a) ahair dresser’s shop a) swear
b) aroom on a passenger ship b) a path or track
c) atype of drink c) rough, crude
4. launch 9. efficient
a) asnack between lunch and dinner a) exhausted
b) aboat engine b) capable
c) to put a boat into the water c) too much
5. routines 10. brisk
a) regular activities a) lively, active
b)  another word for routes b) beautiful
c) free gifts c) cleaning broom
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Steamboats on Okanagan Lake
Vocabulary

Using Context Clues
Define the underlined word in each sentence in the space below or write

your answers on a separate sheet of paper.

1. A gangplank would be used to connect the short stretch of water
between boat and land.

2.  The boat is being restored to what it looked like in 1914.

3.  Vernon’s mayor declared a half-day holiday.

4. In a shared room, a lower berth would cost $1.50.

5. The boats attempted to keep one path free of ice.

6. This thin sheet of ice interfered with the ship’s ability to operate
properly.

7.  There were linen napkins, fine china, sparkling crystal, and silver
cutlery in the large dining room.

8. Severe winter weather was always a concern for the CPR
steamboats.

9. Some passengers would rent staterooms so they could board the
boat the night before.
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Steamboats on Okanagan Lake

Parts Of Speech
Nouns

There are many nouns in the first paragraph of this vignette. Write down
ten nouns that you find.

Verbs

There are many verbs in the first paragraph of this vignette. Write down ten
verbs or verb phrases that you find.

Adjectives

There are many adjectives in the first paragraph of this vignette. Write
down five adjectives that you find.
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Spelling

Word List
dawn shore shortly schedule
precious animal freight world
number teak fruit transportation
built express magnificent sternwheeler

Choose the Right Answer

Using the words above, select the right word to answer the following:

rhymes with the word more

comes from the word short

today | build, yesterday |

starts with three consonants

rhymes with fawn

has three vowels in a row

N o g bk~ DN RE

rhymes with beak

Fill in the Blanks

Using the word list above, add the missing letters to the following words:

1. tran __ort__ion 6. a_i_a_

2. re_gh_ 7. e _pre_

3. w_ 8. st _nwh_ | _r
4. nu_b _r 9 fot

5.  _gnif__ nt
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Spelling
Word List
dawn shore shortly schedule
precious animal freight world
number teak fruit transportation
built express magnificent sternwheeler
Syllables

Using the words above, list the words with one syllable.

Using the words above, list the words with two syllables.

Using the words above, list the words with three syllables.

Using the words above, list the words with four syllables.
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Steamboats on Okanagan Lake
Spelling

Homonyms

Homonyms are words that sound the same but have different meanings
and spellings. For example: to - too. The following words are from the
vignette. List a homonym for each word.

1. weather 8. road
2. ore 9. night
3. board 10. hours
4. walit 11. for
5. would 12. way
6. been 13. there
7. malil 14. new
Antonyms

Antonyms are words that have opposite meanings. For example: hot >
cold. The following words are from the vignette. List an antonym for each
word.

1. south 8. new

2. biggest 9. risen
3. faster 10. first

4.  difficult 11. most
5. expensive 12. quickly
6. late 13. many
7. begin 14. white
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Spelling

Synonyms

Synonyms are words with similar meanings. For example: pretty -
beautiful. The following words are from the vignette. List a synonym for
each word.

1. freight 6. poor

2. build 7. trip

3.  schedule 8. short

4.  excellent 9. great

5. large 10. sleep
Acronyms

Acronyms are words made up from the first letters of other words. For
example: OUC stands for Okanagan University College and KFC stands
for Kentucky Fried Chicken. Some of the following acronyms are from the
vignette, and some are not. In the space provided, write what the acronym
represents.

BC

CPR

CD

S.S.

CNR

ABE

o a0 kw0 N BE
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Comprehension

Short Answer Questions A

Re-read the Steamboats on Okanagan Lake vignette and answer these
guestions on your own. Write answers in the spaces provided.

1.

What was the name of the first CPR steamboat on the Okanagan
Lake, and in what year was she launched?

How did the early settlers get the attention of the CPR steamboats?

The S.S. Okanagan was the second CPR steamboat on the
Okanagan Lake. What was the nickname that the newspaper gave
her because she was faster than the earlier boat?

Why was the S.S. Okanagan faster than the earlier boats?

What did the S.S. Sicamous use for fuel? Wood, coal, or oil?

How much did it cost to have a bath on the S.S. Sicamous?

Where was the S.S. Aberdeen built?
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Short Answer Questions B

Re-read the Steamboats on Okanagan Lake vignette and answer these
guestions on your own. Write answers in the spaces provided.

1. What were the two nicknames for the Sicamous?

2. What is another name for sternwheeler?

3.  What happened to the Sicamous the day of her launching?

4. How often did the Sicamous make the return trip from Penticton to
Okanagan Landing?

5.  How many miles was it between Okanagan Landing and Penticton?

6. How much did the City of Penticton pay the CPR for the Sicamous?

7. How much is it going to cost to restore the Sicamous to its original
state?
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Longer Answer Questions

Prepare answers for some or all of these questions. Work in pairs or small
groups. Make notes on a separate sheet of paper. Share your answers
with the whole class.

1.

2.

What did the CPR sternwheelers transport on Okanagan Lake?
Why are waterways and transportation important to an area?
Why did the CPR stop using the S.S. Sicamous?

Why did the need for steamboats come to an end?

Why did winter weather cause concern for the CPR steamboats on
Okanagan Lake?

Discussion Questions

Why do you think there was no number 13 stateroom on the S.S.
Sicamous? Do you know of any other superstitions? Do you believe
in any superstitions? Why and how do you think superstitions start?

Why do you think the Sicamous did not travel on Sundays?

For many of the early Okanagan Valley settlers, the only way to and
from their homesteads was by boat. What do you think it would have
been like for those early settlers?

Why do you think the names of places change over the years, such
as Sunnywold to Carr’s Landing? Do you know of any place whose
name has changed? Discuss.

Why do you think boats were and still are referred to as “she” and
“her”?
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Cloze Exercise — Winter Travel

The following paragraph comes from the Steamboats vignette. After
reading the story, fill in the blanks from memory. Then review the
paragraph from the vignette again until you have all the blanks filled.

The steamboats ran all year round on Okanagan Lake except in

those rare years when the lake (1) over. Then, lake travel was
very difficult and (2) . Sometimes the full trip could not be
completed although a (3) would attempt to keep one path free

of ice. In the extremely cold winter of 1915/1916, the Sicamous could not

make the (4) all the way to Penticton. Eventually, she had to
stop her run at Summerland because the (5) end of Okanagan
Lake was completely frozen. For over (6) weeks that winter,

the Sicamous was unable to make all her regularly scheduled stops due to
ice on the lake. Even when the lake was not frozen over entirely, the

(7) weather could still cause trouble. For (8) , the

paddlewheels could end up covered in a thin sheet of (9)

from water spray. This ice interfered with the ship’s ability to operate

properly. Severe winter (10) always was a concern for the

CPR steamboats.
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ACROSS

2.  Where boats tie up

7. A bedroom on a boat

9. Another word for cargo

11. The Sicamous had finger
bowls made from this

12. The type of fuel used by the
Sicamous

13. A room on a passenger ship,
like a ladies’

14. The type of wood on the
Sicamous that was from
Burma

15. The hardware fittings on the
Sicamous were made from
this metal

17. Another word for freight

19. The largest city in the
Okanagan Valley

23. A bed in a stateroom

25. The type of wood on the
Sicamous that was from BC

26. The old name for Carr’'s
Landing

27. Frozen water

28. The CPR boats helped the

Crossword Puzzle Clues

Okanagan Valley enter the
20th
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DOWN

1.  The nickname for the
Okanagan steamboat

3. The acronym for Canadian
Pacific Railway

4. First captain of the
Sicamous

5. A plank or movable board
used to board a ship

6. The steamboats made the
Okanagan Lake like a

highway from

1886 to 1936

8. The type of wood on the
Sicamous that was from
Australia

10. The Sicamous is how a
museum in this city

11. The name of the third CPR
steamboat on Okanagan
Lake

16. Some of the hardware
fittings on the Sicamous
were from this country

18. The name of the second
CPR steamboat on the
Okanagan Lake

20. To put a boat in the water

21. Another name for dock

22. The name of the first CPR
steamboat on Okanagan
Lake

24. City just northeast of

Okanagan Landing. Starts
with the letter “Vv”



Crossword Puzzle

Steamboats On Okanagan Lake

Comprehension
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Steamboats on Okanagan Lake
Writing

Journal Writing
Pretend you are a mother or father travelling with your three children on the
S.S. Sicamous. Write a journal for the day trip.
Paragraph Writing

Write a make-believe narrative paragraph about a day trip that you and
your family took on the S.S. Sicamous.

Write a narrative paragraph about a ferry or a boat trip that you have been
on.

Using your imagination, write a descriptive paragraph about the dining room
on the S.S. Sicamous. Remember to use lots of adjectives.

Using the picture in the vignette and your imagination, write a descriptive
paragraph of the scene at Kelowna Wharf as people wait to board the S.S.
Okanagan.

Quickwrite

Write for five minutes about what you think it would be like to take a day trip
on the S.S. Aberdeen steamboat in 1893.

Write for five minutes about what you think it would be like to be leaving the
Okanagan Valley on your way to World War 1.

Write for five minutes about a boat trip you have been on. Or, if you have
never been on a boat trip, write about what you think a boat trip would be
like.
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Response Journal

Write a paragraph on what you thought of Steamboats on the Okanagan
Lake. Don't write on what the story was about, but rather write a paragraph
on what your thoughts and feelings were as you read this vignette. For
example, ask yourself questions like:

Did you like the vignette? Why or why not?

Could you relate to any of the vignette?

Would you have liked living 100 years ago during the early steamboat
era?

Interviewing

Pretend that you are a newspaper reporter and you are going to interview
Captain George L. Estabrooks in 1914 after his first month on the S.S.
Sicamous.

First, do some brainstorming to think up some possible questions that you
would like to ask Captain Estabrooks.

When you are making up your questions, make sure you have open-ended
guestions. An open-ended question is one that cannot be answered with
just a one word answer. An example of an open-ended question to George
Estabrooks might be: “What did you think when the boat got stuck on the
day of her launching?”

After you have brainstormed a number of questions, then choose the best
five questions.

Then get together with another student. One of you will pretend to be
George Estabrooks, the other student will be the interviewer. After you
have asked the five questions and written down the answers, then switch
places. After both of you have had a chance to be George Estabrooks,
then share your questions and answers with the class.
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Research

Library Research — Find Five Facts

Use the Canadian Encyclopedia, the World Book Encyclopedia, or other
sources in the library to find out more about one of the following topics:

1. Steamboats 2. Paddlewheelers 3. Canadian Pacific Railway
2. Okanagan Lake 5. Penticton 6. Canadian pioneers

Read the article in the encyclopedia carefully. Then reread the article and
pick out five important facts about the topic. Summarize the five facts in
point form on a piece of paper or on a chart. You may want to put your
chart on the wall so all students can share the information.

Internet

1. Find out more about early steamboats. Visit the web site:
www.royal.okanagan.bc.ca/octconf/abstract/rmanuel.html

2. Visit the S.S. Sicamous website at www.sSSSicamous.com
Take the virtual tour.

Map Work

The S.S. Sicamous had wood and fittings from around the world. It had
mahogany from Australia, teak from Burma, and brass fittings from
Scotland. Using a world map, find Australia, Burma, and Scotland. How far
are these countries from British Columbia?

Find a map of Okanagan Lake and see if you can locate these landings that
were visited by the S.S. Aberdeen: Okanagan Landing, Fintry, Carr’s
Landing, Okanagan Centre, Wilson’s Landing, Kelowna, Okanagan
Mission, Westbank, Hall's, Gellatly, Peachland, Greta Ranch, Summerland,
Naramata, Penticton.
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Additional Activities

Guest Speakers

Invite someone from the S.S. Sicamous Restoration Society to speak to
your class. Contact them by phone: (250)492-0403; by fax: (250)490-0492;
or by e-mail: ssrs@direct.ca.

Invite someone from the Okanagan Historical Society to speak to your
class about the steamboats on the Okanagan Lake: P.O. Box 313,
Vernon, BC V1T 6M3.

Tours

Go on a trip on the Fintry Queen, located at the foot of Bernard Street in
Kelowna. The Fintry Queen used to be the ferry, Eli Lequime, that crossed
between Kelowna and the Westside. It is an example of a sternwheeler.

Visit the S.S. Sicamous in Penticton, located at 1099 Lakeshore Drive
West. Open to the public for self-guided tours April 1% to December 15™.
January 1 to March 31% is by appointment only.
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Vocabulary — Choose the Right Answer
1. precious—a 2. mahogany—b 3. saloon—-b 4. launch-c
5. routines—a 6. commercial—a 7. provisions —b
8. coarse—c 9. efficient—b  10. brisk—a

Vocabulary — Using Context Clues
1. gangplank — a plank or movable board used to get on a ship
restored — returned to an original state, fixed up
declared — stated, announced
berth — a place to sleep on a ship or train, bed
attempted — tried
interfered — got in the way
cutlery — silverware, knives, forks, and spoons
severe — extreme, difficult, harsh
staterooms — private cabins on a ship

©CoOoNOORWDN

Parts of Speech — Nouns

lakes rivers oceans way
people years waterways time

lands settlementsareas place

supplies goods Okanagan Lake thousands
system boats Okanagan Valley

shore transportation  exploration

Parts of Speech — Verbs

have been have used opened
were built settled was needed
was were travelled
helped needed

Parts of Speech — Adjectives
new trade white
efficient transportation  commercial
lake’s water important
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Spelling — Choose the Right Answer
1. shore 2. shortly 3. built 4. schedule 5. dawn
6. precious 7. teak

Spelling — Fill in the Blanks
1. transportation 2. freight 3. world 4. number
5. magnificent 6. animal 7. express 8. sternwheeler
9. fruit

Spelling — Syllables
One syllable words: dawn, shore, freight, world, teak, fruit, built
Two syllable words: shortly, schedule, precious, number, express
Three syllable words: animal, sternwheeler
Four syllable words: transportation, magnificent

Spelling — Homonyms
1. whether 2. or 3. bored 4. weight 5. wood
6. bean 7. male 8. rowed 9. knight 10. ours
11. fore, four 12. weigh  13. their, they're  14. knew

Spelling — Antonyms
1. north 2. smallest 3. slower 4. easy 5. cheap
6. early 7.end 8.o0ld 9 fallen 10. last
11. least 12. slowly 13. few 14. black

Spelling — Synonyms

1. cargo, goods 2. construct 3. timetable, agenda
first class, great 5. huge, big 6. unsatisfactory, bad
vacation, holiday, journey 8. small, tiny, not long
wonderful ~ 10. nap, snooze

©~NA

Spelling — Acronyms
1. British Columbia 2. Canadian Pacific Railway
3. Compact Disk 4. Steamship 5. Canadian National Railway
6. Adult Basic Education
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